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SUPPLEMENTARY NOTES
ABSTRACT (maximum 200 words)
Context: Bacterial conjunctivitis usually occurs as sporadic cases; outbreaks are uncommon and usually are associated with school campuses. We report an outbreak of conjunctivitis due to a novel Streptococcus pneumoniae strain that occurred among military trainees. Objective: An outbreak investigation was begun to determine the extent of the outbreak, confirm the cause, and implement preventive strategies. Results: During a 6-week period, 92 cases of conjunctivitis occurred among 3500 persons, with an overall attack rate of 1.75 cases per 100 person-months. Eighty (87%) cases were due to S. pneumoniae; 45 (49%) were confirmed cases, and 35 (38%) were probable cases. Ten percent of recruits surveyed carried the outbreak strain. Twenty-two percent self-reported symptoms consistent with conjunctivitis during the outbreak period; sharing washcloths was associated with conjunctivitis (odds ratio=11.8, p=0.03). The causative organism was resistant to azithromycin, but sensitive to telithromycin. The outbreak strain was identified as an unencapsulated S. pneumoniae that has not previously been described; it was most closely related to the sequence type causing the Dartmouth College outbreak in 2002. Conclusions: This outbreak of bacterial conjunctivitis among military trainees was caused by a novel, unencapsulated strain of S. pneumoniae. 
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